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A historical crime novel set in Sicily on the eve of Garibaldi’s landing,  

where a murder investigation collides with revolution, political conspiracy 
and a secret weapon that could change history. 
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Synopsis 
It is the night of 27 May 1860. The city of Messina lies asleep, waiting for Giuseppe Garibaldi to conquer 
Sicily. In the harbour, a horribly mutilated corpse is hauled from the water. Nearby lies the body of a beautiful 
young woman. 
Assigned to investigate are Alfio Lax and Gabriele Sciarrone, inspectors of the police of the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies. They are friends divided by politics: one secretly sympathizes with the revolutionaries, the other 
despises them out of unwavering loyalty to the monarchy. 
Tension escalates as retreating Bourbon troops pour into the city and wealthy families flee. Lax is 
determined to uncover the truth before the Garibaldians arrive and overturn everything. His investigation 
leads him to a ruthless criminal, a chain of suspicious deaths within the police and the military, a secret 
weapon endowed with extraordinary powers, and the disappearance of a valuable shipment. 
Meanwhile, Sciarrone - attempting to capture the elusive patriot Giuseppe La Farina - finds himself 
entangled in revolutionary conspiracies and the schemes of a shadowy agent sent from Naples. 
As the investigations grow increasingly complex, the protagonists are forced to question how deeply reality 
itself is shaped by illusion. When all truths finally emerge, they devastate lives and reveal a drama in which 
nothing is as it seems and ambition knows no limits. 
A novel of intrigue, passion, and secrets, set in an era overwhelmed by the force of History. 
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